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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 December 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1 - 10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 03 Claim(s) 1 - 10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of a certified copy of the 2000-390841 0 application 
referred to in the oath or declaration or in an application data sheet. If this copy is being 
filed to obtain the benefits of the foreign filing date under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), applicant 
should also file a claim for such priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). If the 
application being examined is an original application filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1(a) (other 
than a design application) on or after November 29, 2000, the claim for priority must be 
presented during the pendency of the application, and within the later of four months 
from the actual filing date of the application or sixteen months from the filing date of the 
prior foreign application. See 37 CFR 1.55(a)(1)(i). If the application being examined 
has entered the national stage from an international application filed on or after 
November 29, 2000, after compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371, the claim for priority must be 
made during the pendency of the application and within the time limit set forth in the 
PCT and Regulations of the PCT. See 37 CFR 1.55(a)(1)(ii). Any claim for priority 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) or 365(a) or (b) not presented within the time period 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.55(a)(1) is considered to have been waived. If a claim for foreign 
priority is presented after the time period set forth in 37 CFR 1.55(a)(1), the claim may 
be accepted if the claim properly identifies the prior foreign application and is 
accompanied by a grantable petition to accept an unintentionally delayed claim for 
priority. See 37 CFR 1.55(c). 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed August 25, 2003 fails to comply with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because no English translation of 
relevance was submitted. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that 
the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of 
submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the 
time of filing the statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 
37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1- 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roach et al. (US Patent 5,310,997) in view of Murrah et al. (US Patent 5,804,807). 

In regard to independent claims 1, 4, 7, and 8, Roach discloses a shopping 
system with a portable unit (Column 3 Lines 53 - 58), an information kiosk located 
throughout the store (Column 8 Lines 55 - 59), a computer system at a remote location 
with they system connected on a Local Area Network (LAN) (Column 3 Lines 59 - 65). 
Moreover, Roach discloses that the product information is entered into the computer 
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system through the use of a light pen or through the scan gun (Column 12 Lines 13 - 
16). The transmissions that are sent contain the customer and merchandise numbers 
so that the information can be retrieved to build a sales transaction, which are stored on 
a database (Column 2 Lines 19-29) connected to the network. Furthermore, it is 
inherent that a kiosk connected to a network will require some type of identification 
number in order to properly communicate with the central computer. 

Roach teaches all of the elements claimed with the exception of utilizing a 
wireless network as the method of transmitting data throughout the store. The examiner 
takes Official Notice that having a wireless network is old and well established in the 
business of setting up networks as a convenient way of avoiding extensive wiring, 
routing of wires, and cost of implementing the wires. Moreover, having a wireless 
network would allow more people to access a wireless apparatus without the hassle of 
waiting for someone to finish their usage of the apparatus if it were not wireless. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have included a wireless network as the principal method of 
transmitting data because a skilled artisan would have recognized that this business 
practice would increase the number of kiosks that would be available on the sales floor, 
allow the transmitted information be available more readily throughout the store, and 
increase the number of consumers able to access the network and kiosks. (Note: 
Further evidence that wireless networks were known at the time of the applicant's 
invention is provided by Murrah et al. US Patent 5,804,807). 
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5. In regards to claim 2, Roach discloses that information kiosks are interspersed 
throughout the store (Column 8 Lines 55 - 59 http://webster.com/cgi- 
bin/dictionarv?va=interspersed ). 

6. In regards to claim 3, the transmissions that are sent contain the customer and 
merchandise numbers so that the information can be retrieved to build a sales 
transaction, which are stored on a database (Roach Column 2 Lines 19-29) connected 
to the network. Furthermore, it is inherent that a kiosk connected to a network will 
require some type of identification number in order to properly communicate with the 
central computer. 

7. In regards to claim 5-6 and 9-10, Roach discloses that each computer is a 
handheld personal computer that includes an infrared light pen (Roach Column 5 Lines 
45 _ 47). Moreover, each computer communicates with a server via RF transmission 
(Roach Column 5 Lines 54 - 55). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Murrah et al (US Patent 5,984,182) teaches a scan-ahead system for 
processing merchandise at a checkout register, 

b. Yoshinaga et al (US Patent 6,189,781) who teaches a terminal unit having 
the function for converting commodity information into bar code and vice versa, 

c. Tayama (US Patent 6,625,580) who teaches a wireless order and delivery 
system, and 
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d. Clouser et al (US Patent 6,607,125) who teaches a handheld merchandise 
scanner device 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerardo Araque Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3747. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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